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EMBARGO: 3 p.m. EDT Thursday July 8. 
 
Contacts: Wangu Mwangi, +31-43-350-6365 
Terry Collins, +1-416-538-8712; +1-416-878-8712 (mobile) 
Jean-Marc Coicaud, +1-212-963-6387 
 
UNU-INTECH authors Sunil Mani and Anthony Bartzokas are available for advance interviews July 6-
7.  Please use the contacts above or email collins1@sympatico.ca to schedule a time.  The books will be 
launched Thurs. July 8, UN Secretariat Building, Dag Hammarskjold Library Auditorium, 3.00-5.00 
p.m. (see http://www.ony.unu.edu/seminars/2004/innovativefinancing8july2004.htm) 
 
 

Twin Books Detail Recipe for Dynamic 
High-Tech Industries in Developing Countries 

 
Favourable government policies, clustering of hi-tech firms, and the availability of venture capital, are 
essential ingredients for the development of a dynamic high-tech industry in developing countries, 
according to two new books by the United Nations University’s Institute for New Technologies (UNU-
INTECH).  
 
The books, based on extensive comparative research in both industrialised and developing countries, 
provide a guide for nations looking to promote technology based enterprises. 
 
Innovation, Learning and Technological Dynamism of Developing Countries (United Nations University 
Press) edited by Sunil Mani and Henny Romijn, describes factors that have enabled a handful of 
developing countries to greatly expand their share in total world exports of high technology exports – 
rising from 8% in 1988 to 21% in 1998.  
 
The study says the common thread that distinguishes this select group of countries - Singapore, 
Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand and Korea – is their use of science, technology and industrial policy to 
promote the development, spread and efficient use of new products, services and processes.  
 

1 – UNU-INTECH news release 
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2 – UNU-INTECH news release 

Financial Systems, Corporate Investment in Innovation, and Venture Capital (Edward Elgar), edited by 
Anthony Bartzokas and Sunil Mani, focuses on new windows of opportunity for financing domestic 
technology generation, and particularly the role of venture capital in adding value and giving new 
direction to already existing resources in developing countries, like China and India. The book analyses 
the diverse approaches taken by a range of countries including Taiwan, Japan, Singapore, Israel, India, 
China and Hungary. 
 
The broad lessons from these experiences and their possible application in other developing countries to 
boost innovation and technological upgrading will be presented by Sunil Mani and Anthony Bartzokas 
of UNU-INTECH at a panel discussion to launch the books July 8 at UN Headquarters, New York. 
 
The panel will be chaired by India’s Acting Ambassador and Permanent Representative to the UN, Mr. 
A. Gopinathan.  Participants include Lawrence Rausch, National Science Foundation, and Charles 
Gardner, Associate Director, Rockefeller Foundation. 
 
“Conventional wisdom has had it that developing countries are primarily recipients and passive users of 
technology and other resources from industrialised countries,” according to Mani and Bartzokas, senior 
research fellows at UNU-INTECH.  “These twin studies disprove this common perception, assembling 
important lessons learned in several developing countries as they emerged into leading producers and 
exporters of high technology products.” 
  
 
United Nations University (UNU) 
 
Established by the U.N. General Assembly in 1973, UNU is an international community of scholars 
engaged in research, advanced training and the dissemination of knowledge related to pressing global 
problems.  Activities focus mainly on peace and conflict resolution, sustainable development and the use 
of science and technology to advance human welfare.  The University operates a worldwide network of 
research and post-graduate training centres, with headquarters in Tokyo. 
 
UNU Institute for New Technologies  
The United Nations University Institute for New Technologies, based in Maastricht, The Netherlands, 
conducts research, offers policy-oriented analysis and builds international capacity in new technologies, 
especially in relation to developing countries.  
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